BRGNS mREE 58558
2024 £ (55 56 []) Bk

4 No.1643

<ﬂ
o i PRS2 1R 95 e

*E%% (iiEF
SRR L TERAY: 8%

Bioethical Analysis of the Specific Content and Values
of Technologies Known as “Life-Prolonging”
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This study provides a bioethical analysis of medical technologies designated as “life-prolonging” and
the value judgments that underlie this classification. By examining the medical literature, advance care
planning, end-of-life care, and nursing practices in long-term care facilities for older adults, the study
demonstrates that “life-prolonging treatment” is not defined by the technology itself. Rather, it is
judged in relation to medical validity, institutional conditions, and patients’ values and life histories.
Furthermore, the study clarifies how terms such as “natural death” and “being true to oneself” may
justify the limitation of medical treatment, thereby offering a critical analytical perspective for future

ethical inquiry.
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