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Emotional recognition technology using brainwave
measurements and the freedom of the inner thoughts
of people with disabilities, etc.
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This study examined the legal and ethical implications of emotion recognition technologies using
EEG for supporting persons with disabilities. Through a comparative review of Japanese law and
international discussions on neurorights, the study found that Japanese law should rely primarily on
existing legal doctrines, including freedom of thought, personality rights, legal capacity, and informed
consent, rather than introducing neurorights as a new legal category. Furthermore, information
generated by emotion recognition technologies should be understood as inferred information rather
than direct evidence of a person’s inner thoughts or intentions, and therefore should not be treated as
the person’s legally relevant will without careful legal scrutiny.
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